
UNOH AWARDED SUPER RAPIDS GRANT 
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 

VANTAGE CAREER CENTER
The University of Northwestern Ohio, in partnership with 
Vantage Career Center, is one of the 81 educational institutions 
across Ohio to be awarded funds as part of Ohio’s Super RAPIDS 
grant program. 

Ohio Governor Mike DeWine and Lt. Governor Jon Husted, 
who serves as Director of the Governor’s Office of Workforce 
Transformation, announced last week that $40 million was 
awarded to education institutions across Ohio through Super 
RAPIDS grants. The program was included in the state operating 
budget to support collaborative projects among qualifying 
institutions to strengthen education and training opportunities 
that maximize workforce development efforts through a one-
time funding boost to the traditional RAPIDS program.

“We have thousands of jobs coming to Ohio and it’s vital that 
our workforce is prepared and ready to fill them,” said Governor 
DeWine. “This funding provides an opportunity for our students 
to learn the skills they will need in their future career on the 
equipment Ohio’s businesses use.”

“To continue Ohio’s economic momentum, our students 
must be trained and ready for jobs in technology, advanced 
manufacturing, and other high-skill industries,” said Lt. 
Governor Husted. “We championed Super RAPIDS in the state 
budget to ensure that training providers have the right kind 
of resources and equipment available to educate the next 
generation of Ohio’s workforce.” 

The funds available through the Super RAPIDS program will help 
schools upgrade lab and classroom space with new, modern 
equipment.

UNOH partnered with Vantage Career Center and received more 
than $330,000 to be used for new training aids and computers.  
UNOH will purchase a new CNC Machine and a dozen laptops for 
use in the Robotics and Automation Associate Degree program.  
Vantage Career Center will use the remaining funds to obtain 
FANUC Robots and laptops. 

Both UNOH and Vantage Career Center have a proven track 
record in educating students in Industrial Mechanics and 
Robotics and Automation Technology programs. Partnering 
together creates a pathway for students to gain basic 
knowledge in the robotics field at Vantage Career Center and 
expand their skill set and knowledge base with an associate 
degree from UNOH in Robotics & Automation Technology, thus 
increasing their earning potential and opening up more job 
opportunities to graduates.

“The RAPIDS program has been a win-win for Ohio’s campuses 
and regional employers since its inception,” said Ohio 
Department of Higher Education Chancellor Randy Gardner. 
“This investment will continue that success by meeting the most 
urgent workforce needs, ensuring students are prepared for the 
future.”

RAPIDS grants are used to purchase equipment for use 
in classrooms specific to regional workforce needs. These 
classrooms are often shared among colleges and universities, 
expanding the reach of the equipment and allowing more 
students to get an affordable, high-quality education. Examples 
of industries served through the program include Advanced 
Manufacturing, IT and Cybersecurity, Broadband/5G, Healthcare, 
and Robotics.
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SPRING SEASON SPORTS ARE HAPPENING -
CHEER ON YOUR RACERS FROM ANYWHERE!

WWW.UNOHRACERS.COM

UNOH ATHLETES 
SPEAK WITH 

STUDENTS AT 
LIMA WEST

The University of Northwestern Ohio’s Men’s Basketball Team 
recently took a timeout from their busy schedule to connect 
with and inspire students at Lima West Middle School during the 
school’s Workout Wednesdays. The visit, organized as part of 
UNOH’s ongoing commitment to community engagement, left a 
lasting impact on both the athletes and the young students.

Richard Westerlund, in his first year as Head Coach of the 
Racers, spoke passionately about the importance of connecting 
with the community. “The greatest gift we have been given is 
connection, so the opportunity to connect and pour back into 
this community is something that really excites us,” Westerlund 
said. “The administration at Lima West was very receptive to our 
guys getting involved with the students.”

The UNOH basketball team shared valuable life lessons and 
experiences with the students, challenging them to reflect on 
their choices and dreams. Coach Westerlund emphasized the 
need to align choices with aspirations, stating, “ We told them 
to be thermostats, people who set the temperature of the room, 
rather than thermometers, people who react to the temperature 
of the room. Do your choices align with the dreams and 
aspirations of where you want to be? We are challenging them 
to change their best each and every day. “

Senior Guard Cedric Delancy, one of the key players on the 
team, reflected on his journey and the impact of speaking to 
young, aspiring athletes. “It helped me to reflect and realize how 
far I’ve come and just how much I should appreciate where I’m 
at to be able to speak to the up-and-coming kids who share the 
same dream as me,” Delancy said. “Being a college athlete isn’t 
something that I should take for granted.”

Delancy also stressed the importance of seeking help and 
surrounding oneself with the right company, advising, “Never 
be afraid to ask for help and to be wise about the friends you 
keep around.”

Sophomore Guard DJ Bogay was moved by the experience of 
connecting with the students and realized the impact he has 

on the younger 
generation. “Talking 
to the students 
made me realize 
how much of an 
impact I do have on 
the students and 
how I need to carry 
myself well,” Bogay 
noted. He shared 
a heartwarming moment when a student asked about the 
challenges of being a college athlete. “A kid asked me if it is hard 
to be a college athlete. I told him it’s not and all you have to do 
is stay disciplined, and with that you will be able to have fun, 
and he said ‘ok, bet,’ which made me feel like I was able to get 
through to him.”

Junior Guard Ryan Archey, cherished the moments of levity with 
the students. “My favorite moment was laughing with the kids 
and seeing them smile. I’ll never forget it,” Archey said. “As a 
college athlete, it helps knowing that kids look up to us, so it’s 
important to make sure what you post on social media doesn’t 
change that.”

Archey also shared his advice with the students, encouraging 
them to follow their dreams. “My advice to them was to always 
follow your heart and do what’s best for you. To find out what 
you want to be and be legendary at it.”

The UNOH athletes visiting Lima West Middle School exemplifies 
the positive influence college athletes can have on young 
minds. Through their shared experiences and words of wisdom, 
they have instilled hope and inspiration in the students, 
encouraging them to pursue their dreams with dedication and 
determination. 

Other UNOH athletes are speaking to Lima West students 
throughout the rest of the year including stidents who play 
Volleyball, Softball, Baseball, Golf, Soccer, and Bowling. 
To follow the athletic achievements of the UNOH Racers 
throughout their respective seasons, visit www.unohracers.com.

https://www.unohracers.com/landing/index
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UNOH RECEIVES PURPLE STAR DESIGNATION

The University of Northwestern Ohio is proud to announce it is among 5 public and 
independent colleges and universities newly designated as Collegiate Purple Star campuses 
for their efforts to support students with military backgrounds by the Ohio Department of 
Higher Education (ODHE) Chancellor Randy Garner. 

UNOH has been awarded Military Friendly recognitions by Viqtory Media for the past 14 
years, and the Ohio Collegiate Purple Star award adds to the accomplishments of the 
Military Relations Department to fully support veterans, ensuring they enjoy the full value of 
the education benefits they have earned.

“More higher education institutions than ever before are ensuring they have the resources to support military-connected students,” 
said Governor Mike DeWine. “The schools announced today join in Ohio’s long tradition of supporting service members, veterans, 
and their families.”

Ohio was the first state in the nation to offer these designations, which advanced the work already done by Ohio’s PreK-12 school 
system to create the Purple Star designation for those schools that worked to become military friendly.

“With the observance of Veterans Day in November, it’s the ideal time to honor our veterans and service members for all they do and 
to recognize the colleges and universities in Ohio that support military-connected students and families,” Chancellor Gardner said.

Colleges and universities in Ohio are offered the opportunity to apply for the Collegiate Purple Star designation. The designations 
are determined by a Collegiate Purple Star Advisory Committee appointed by the Chancellor and composed of members from 
organizations that include but aren’t limited to ODHE, the Ohio Veterans Education Council (with representation from two-year 
colleges, four-year universities, and independent institutions), the Ohio Department of Veterans Services, the Ohio Adjutant 
General’s Department, and the Military Interstate Children’s Compact Commission K-12 Purple Star Committee.

Criteria for being chosen as a Purple Star college or university include having a dedicated military/veteran point of contact 
and/or office on campus, establishing priority registration for veterans and service members, surveying student veterans and 
servicemembers – along with spouses and dependents – about needs and challenges, and allowing for the establishment of 
student-led groups and organizations for veterans and service members.

THANKS FOR FILLING THE TANK 
AT UNOH IN 2023!

The numbers are in and the UNOH Family really put the pedal to the metal to make the 2023 Fill The Tank Giving Drive a success. 

We raised a total of $22,613!

A majority of the donors came from employees at UNOH. Over the next year, a big piece of our work will be to increase the number of 
alumni who participate in giving back to the University. If you made a donation you should have received an acknowledgment letter 
for tax purposes. Please contact  msimmons@unoh.edu if you did not receive your letter so we can confirm the University has received 
your gift.   

Do you have ideas on how we can make next year’s Giving Drive even bigger?  Please reach out to me 
with any suggestions you may have. 
 
Cheers to an awesome 2024!

Melanie Barnas-Simmons
Vice President, Institutional Advancement & Alumni Relations
University of Northwestern Ohio
Office: 419.998.8400 | Cell: 585.694.0386 | Email: msimmons@unoh.edu
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ELITE TUNED SCHOOL TUNING 
MASTERCLASS AT UNOH AIMS TO 

RESHAPE THE INDUSTRY

In the high-performance automotive world, the art of tuning 
vehicles for peak performance and efficiency is a crucial 
skill set that many tuners safeguard to gain a competitive 
advantage within the industry. However, the demand for 
well-trained expert tuners continues to rise, and a void has 
existed for comprehensive and up-to-date education programs 
for beginners and experienced tuners alike. Over the years, 
expert tuners Mike Carnahan and Branden Leeb have noticed 
the significant gap in the quality and effectiveness of training 
programs available to those interested in the calibration 
field. This observation inspired them to create the Elite Tuned 
School. This groundbreaking program aims to provide tuners 
with a modern, in-depth education beyond the conventional 
two-day weekend training sessions that are so often found in 
the industry.

The results of the Elite Tuned School teaching model speak 
volumes as to its effectiveness and success. However, Mike 
and Branden began to think about how they could teach 
tuners from ground zero instead of having to undo old habits 
and methods that for some had been in use for years. The 
two also recognized the lack of educational opportunities for 
those going the college route or those with their sights set on 
solely being professional tuners. This led Mike and Branden to 
think about the possibilities of a collegiate program and how 
to go about creating such a thing.  In comes UNOH and Mike 
and Brenden created the first college-based tuning course 
for students, graduates, and the general public in a collegiate 
setting.

The ETS Tuning Masterclass program at UNOH is a six-week 
course that offers students an intensive and hands-on 
education in automotive tuning. UNOH’s classes run in five-
hour blocks from Monday to Thursday each week, although 
this masterclass ran in a hybrid format. Weeks one and six 
of the course were taught in person from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. 
each evening, while weeks two through five were filled 

with modules of online instruction, assignments, and online 
meeting sessions. The first two classes of students have 
finished the program.  The first class started in August, and the 
second class began in November. According to Mike, several 
students referred to the instruction and what they learned 
as “life-changing”, with many recommending that it be a 
prerequisite for all high-performance programs at UNOH.

“This class has been infinitely more in-depth and informational 
than any of the classes generally relating to performance 
calibration… Mike and Branden are the perfect educators 
for this class.” Said a recent graduate of the ETS Tuning 
Masterclass.

UNOH was just as impressed with the ETS Tuning Masterclass 
course as the students. The success of the first two classes in 
the Elite Tuned School program at UNOH has paved the way 
for future courses.  2024 class dates will be released soon.  
Courses are open to current students, alumni, and current and 
aspiring tuners. This makes high-quality tuning education 
accessible to an even wider audience. 

For a more of the story visit the UNOH News Center.

To enroll in the next class of the Elite Tuned Masterclass, visit 
https://www.unohets.com.  Fill in your contact information 
and you will be contacted regarding enrollment dates, cost, 
and a representative will be on hand to answer any questions 
you may have.

https://news.unoh.edu/2023/10/Elite%20Tuned%20School%20Tuning%20Masterclass%20at%20UNOH%20Aims%20To%20Reshape%20The%20Industry.html


STAY 
CONNECTED!

PAGE 5JANUARY 2024

Homeownership may be closer than you think with ONE+ by Rocket Mortgage®, a 
new, affordable low down payment option.
With ONE+, you put down 1% and Rocket Mortgage will cover the other 2%, giving you all the benefits of a 3% down 

payment. You can take advantage of even more savings because you don’t have to pay the mortgage insurance, either.1 

In today’s market, home buyers are running into obstacles that keep them from achieving their dream of homeownership. 

Not anymore. With ONE+, you can:

Take advantage of big savings 

upfront that make homeownership 

more affordable. 

Don’t wait. Find what you 

like and make it yours.

No mortgage insurance could 

mean a monthly savings between 

$50 and $300. 

Who is eligible for ONE+? 
ONE+ is for first-time home buyers and repeat home buyers who make less than or equal to 80% of the area median 

income (AMI) of the location they’re buying in. It’s only available for purchase loans and can’t be combined with other 

promotions.

1Client will be required to pay a 1% of the down payment and Rocket Mortgage will cover an additional 2% of the client’s down payment for a maximum down payment of 3%. This offer is only available 
on conventional purchase loans. Primary residence only. Cost of mortgage insurance premium not passed through to client. Offer valid only for home buyers when qualifying income is less than or equal 
to 80% area median income based on county where property is located. Must lock rate on or after 5/22/2023. Not available with any other discounts or promotions. Offer cannot be retroactively applied 
to previously closed loans or loans that have a locked rate. This is not a commitment to lend. Rocket Mortgage reserves the right to cancel this offer at any time. Acceptance of this offer constitutes the 
acceptance of these terms and conditions, which are subject to change at the sole discretion of Rocket Mortgage. Additional restrictions/conditions may apply.

Rocket Mortgage, LLC; NMLS #3030; www.NMLSConsumerAccess.org. Equal Housing Lender. Licensed in 50 states. For additional information please visit rocketmortgage.com/legal/disclosures-licenses.

©2000 – 2023 Rocket Mortgage, LLC. All rights reserved. Lending services provided by Rocket Mortgage, LLC

Rocket Mortgage, 1050 Woodward Ave., Detroit, MI 48226-1906

Homeownership 
may only be a 
1% down payment away.

Combat Fluctuating 
Interest Rates

Get Into Your Dream 
Home Quicker

Save Money 
Every Month

V  tisi V HONU/moc.egagtroMtekcoR.PI   
o  llac r ( 5572-167 )008   .detrats teg ot

Rocket Mortgage can support you with your home purchase and refinance needs. UNOH employees Students, and Alumni get access to preferred 
perks though the benefit partnership. 

You can take advantage of exclusive VIP benefits, including: 
	 • $2,000 off closing costs and more1
	 • A dedicated Home Loan Expert who can help you choose the best product
	 • Complimentary Mortgage Review to see which option is right 
	 • Complimentary credit consulting

Visit VIP.RocketMortgage.com/UNOH or call (800) 761-2755 to get started.
See website for details. 

https://www.rocketmortgage.com/partners/vip/unoh


Alumni Home

Career Services

Order Transcripts

Scholarship Campaign

Paver Campaign

UNOH Virtual Tour

Contact Us

USEFUL LINKS

WOULD YOU LIKE TO KEEP UP WITH 
THINGS GOING ON IN THE UNOH 

ALUMNI DEPARTMENT?  
Check us out on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/UNOHAlumni
You can also find up to date job postings on 
the career services page:
www.facebook.com/UNOHCareerServices

JOIN THE UNOH 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION!

To join the Alumni Association, visit www.unoh.edu/offices/alumni/alumni-registration.php or fill 
out the form on page 6 and mail it back to the University of Northwestern Ohio. 
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FOLLOW 
US!

WE ARE NOW 
ON TIK TOK!

BE SURE TO 
FOLLOW UNOH 
ON FACEBOOK, 

TWITTER, 
INSTAGRAM, 
SNAPCHAT, 
YOUTUBE, 

AND TIK TOK

DISCOUNT WITH ALUMNI ID BRONZE SILVER GOLD PLATINUM DIAMOND

ROCKET MORGAGE Home Financing Discounts, Financial Wellness 
Program, and Complimentary Mortgage Reviews. Call UNOH 
Mortgage Insiders team at (800) 761-2755 or 
http://VIP.RocketMorgage.com/unoh

WESTGATE ENTERTAINMENT CENTER 721 N. Cable Rd. - Buy 1 
game of bowling, get 1 free

OHIO STATE BEAUTY ACADEMY

ACCESS TO TicketsAtWork DISCOUNTED TICKETS TO MAJOR 
THEME PARKS, VACATIONS, ETC.

IHOP Lima, OH

PENN STATION Lima, OH

UNOH SPORTING EVENTS Free entry to all on campus events

UNOH EVENT CENTER 5% discount for events booked

AUTO ZONE Lima, OH

AMERICAN COIN LAUNDRY Lima, OH

VALVOLINE Lima, OH

CINNABON Lima Mall

AUNTIE ANNE’S Lima Mall

DUNKIN DONUTS AND BASKIN ROBINS Lima, OH

COMFORT INN 1210 Neubrecht Rd. Lima, OH

HOWARD JOHNSON 1920 Roschman Ave. Lima, OH - $79/night

WINGATE INN 175 W. Market St. Lima, OH

FAIRFIELD INN 2179 Elida Rd. Lima, OH

Bronze - FREE - Will receive ID card, 
Nationwide Exclusive Insurance Discounts, 
free entry into all UNOH home sporting 
events, and Alumni Newsletter via email.

Gold - $50/year - Will receive UNOH Alumni 
Polo shirt or Carhartt Henley, ID card, 
Nationwide Exclusive Insurance Discounts, 
free entry into all UNOH home sporting 
events, and Alumni Newsletter via email.

Silver -$20/year - Will receive UNOH Alumni 
T-shirt or hat, ID card, Nationwide Exclusive 
Insurance Discounts, free entry into all 
UNOH home sporting events, and Alumni 
Newsletter via email.

Platinum - $100/year - Will receive UNOH 
Sweatshirt or Carhartt Sweatshirt, ID card, 
Nationwide Exclusive Insurance Discounts, 
free entry into all UNOH home sporting 
events, and Alumni Newsletter via email.

Diamond - $200/year - Lifetime 
Membership. Will receive UNOH Columbia 
Jacket or Carhartt Jacket, ID card, Nationwide 
Exclusive Insurance Discounts, free entry into 
all UNOH home sporting events, and Alumni 
Newsletter via email.

https://www.unoh.edu/offices/alumni/
https://www.unoh.edu/offices/career-services/
https://www.unoh.edu/offices/registrar/transcript_and_diploma.html
https://www.unoh.edu/offices/alumni/scholarship.html
https://www.unoh.edu/offices/alumni/paver.html
www.unoh.edu/#virtualtour
https://www.unoh.edu/offices/alumni/contactus.php
https://www.unoh.edu/offices/alumni/alumni-registration.php


In addition to Racer Careers, UNOH has also 
partnered with OhioMeansJobs-Allen County to 
enhance the employment and training resources 

for UNOH students and alumni. 

Racer Careers, powered by Handshake, is UNOH’s cutting-edge career network to 
connect students with employers, alumni, and staff.

If you have any questions, please contact Career Services at (419) 998-3266
Jacob Hixenbaugh • Director of Career Services • CareerServices@unoh.edu

 

 

 

 

**The password will be your birth month spelled out followed by the day and 4-digit year with an 
explanation point at the end. For example, January12021! Be sure to complete all required fields. 

 

With the jobseeker tool you are able to save jobs to your backpack that you are interested in. 

 

Be sure to upload your resume as a PDF file. Employers on OhioMeansJobs will have access to your 
resume once you upload it. Once registered, you will be able to apply to all jobs on the OhioMeansJobs 
website. 

 

 

 

 

**The password will be your birth month spelled out followed by the day and 4-digit year with an 
explanation point at the end. For example, January12021! Be sure to complete all required fields. 

 

With the jobseeker tool you are able to save jobs to your backpack that you are interested in. 

 

Be sure to upload your resume as a PDF file. Employers on OhioMeansJobs will have access to your 
resume once you upload it. Once registered, you will be able to apply to all jobs on the OhioMeansJobs 
website. 

 

 

 

 

**The password will be your birth month spelled out followed by the day and 4-digit year with an 
explanation point at the end. For example, January12021! Be sure to complete all required fields. 

 

With the jobseeker tool you are able to save jobs to your backpack that you are interested in. 

 

Be sure to upload your resume as a PDF file. Employers on OhioMeansJobs will have access to your 
resume once you upload it. Once registered, you will be able to apply to all jobs on the OhioMeansJobs 
website. 

STEP 1:

STEP 2:

STEP 1:

STEP 2:

STEP 3:

STEP 3: Enter your information and create an account.

Whether you are a first-year student or about to graduate, 
Racer Careers is an important source of information, 
career-related events, and career exploration tools.  
Most importantly, Racer Careers is the main platform the 
University of Northwestern Ohio uses to post internships, 
job opportunities, and other important career-related 
information.

TO ACCESS RACER CAREERS:

TO REGISTER ON OHIOMEANSJOBS:

The collaboration between UNOH and 
OhioMeansJobs-Allen County is designed 
to connect college students with their 
ideal internship, work experience, or 
future career upon graduation by utilizing 
OhioMeansJobs’ connections in the 
business community.

Whether you are a first-year student or about to graduate, Racer
Careers is an important source of information, career-related
events, and career exploration tools. Most importantly, Racer

Careers is the main platform the University of Northwestern Ohio
uses to post internships, job opportunities, and other important

career-related info.
 

Enter your information and create an account and
password. 

Racer Careers, powered by Handshake, is UNOH's
cutting-edge career network to connect student
with employers, alumni, and staff.

TO ACCESS RACER CAREERS:

Step 1: 

Step 2: 

Step 3: 

Step 4: 

TO REGISTER ON OHIOMEANSJOBS:

**The password will be your birth month spelled out followed by
the day and 4-digit year with an explanation point at the end. For
example, January12021! Be sure to complete all required fields.

The collaboration is designed to connect college students
with their ideal internship, work experience, or future
career upon graduation by utilizing OhioMeansJobs’
connections in the business community.

Step 1: 

Step 2: 

Step 3: 

Step 4: 

With the jobseeker tool you are able to save jobs to your
backpack that you are interested in.

Be sure to upload your resume as a PDF file. Employers on 
 OhioMeansJobs will have access to your resume once you upload

it. Once registered, you will be able to apply to all jobs on the
OhioMeansJobs website.

 

In addition to Racer Careers, UNOH has also
partnered with OhioMeansJobs Allen County
to enhance the employment and training
resources for UNOH students and alumni

STEP 4:

*The password will be your birth month spelled out followed by the day 
and 4-digit year with an exclamation point at the end.  For example, if 
your birth date is 1-1-21, your password would be January12021!  Be sure to 
complete all required fields.

With the jobseeker tool you are able to save jobs to your 
backpack that you are interested in.

Be sure to upload your resume as a PDF file.  Employers 
on OhioMeansJobs will have access to your resume once 
you upload it.  Once registered, you will be able to apply 
to all jobs on the OhioMeansJobs website.

*

https://unoh.joinhandshake.com

Use your @unoh.edu email to log in.

https://ohiomeansjobs.ohio.gov/


PERSONAL INFORMATION:
First Name:
Last Name:
Maiden Name:
Date of Birth:
Street Address:
City:      State:     Zip:
Phone Number:
Email (NOT a unoh.edu address):
Major:
Student ID:
Graduation Year:
Membership Type:          New        Renewal Circle your Choice of gift for Silver, Gold, or Platinum Memberships

  Bronze (Free)        Silver ($25 & an T-Shirt or Carhartt Hat)

  Gold ($50 & Polo or Carhartt Henley)        Platinum ($100 - Sweatshirt or Carhartt Sweatshirt)

            Diamond ($200 Lifetime & Columbia or Carhartt Jacket)      

METHOD OF PAYMENT:
  Cash        Check (Check Number     )        Credit Card
Name on Card:
16 Digit Credit Card Number:       CVC:
Credit Card Type:       Expiration Date:          
Signature:        Date: 

MAIL FORM & PAYMENT TO:
University of Northwestern Ohio
Attn: Controller
1441 N. Cable Rd. Lima, OH 45805

ALUMNI
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION REGISTRATION FORM

REGISTRATION CAN ALSO BE COMPLETED ONLINE AT 
WWW.UNOH.EDU/ALUMNIREGISTRATION.

FIELDS IN RED MUST BE COMPLETED.

https://www.unoh.edu/offices/alumni/alumni-registration.php
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