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| WELCOME WEEK 2016 REVIEW

New hangout spot for students 
opens its doors
Brand new at the University of Northwestern 
Ohio is Racers Station, a new activity and 
social space for UNOH students to enjoy in 
their free time. Racers Station is a student-only 
facility with pool tables, video game stations, 
small group and large group seating areas, 
a study corner, Wi-Fi access, outdoor movie 
screen, patio and outdoor dining space, fire 
pits and more!   

Racers Station replaces Club UNOH as the 
home base for Student Activities at UNOH. 
Events that are held here include pool 
tournaments, trivia night, karaoke night, 
comedy showcases, video game and board 
game tournaments, dances, and even larger 
events like Welcome Week gatherings. Racers 
Station is the place where students can grab 
a quick snack between or after classes with 
offerings like hot dogs, chips, candy, water, 
Gatorade, pop, quick-serve sandwiches and 
more. Emails will be sent out to students 
regarding any events or food specials going 
on each week. Encourage your student to 
come visit Racers Station!

| RACERS STATION OPENS

The biggest event of the year gets 
even bigger 
Welcome Week 2016 was filled with many 
successes. This is a weeklong event held here 
on campus to help kick off the school year 
and each Welcome Week always seems to be 
huge hit among our student body. Students 
have the opportunity to use the planned 
events to meet new friends, pursue potential 
interest in campus clubs & organizations, 
as well as participate in several friendly 
competitions. Welcome Week has such a large 
variety of events that surely every student 
had an event they were looking forward to 
attending. 

This five day event started off with Sunday 
Funday at Racers Stations where students 
could grab a free pizza dinner, shoot pool, 
play games, and hang out with their fellow 
Racers. The events only got bigger from there 
with Movie Monday showing students what 
Welcome Week was all about! Monday’s 
events featured a free Lee’s Chicken dinner, 
ice cream sundae bar, outdoor games, and 
finally the outdoor movie to wrap things up. 
Tuesday Takeover got the students moving 
with the Health Extravaganza at the UNOH 
Indoor Athletic Complex where students 
could compete in various challenges to win 

prizes. For lunch, students were treated to 
subs from Jimmy Johns. As the day went on, 
students migrated over to Racers Station to 
enjoy a chill & grill, cornhole tournament, 
free dinner, and a bonfire & s’mores to top 
the night off. Wild Wednesday brought 
students together at the Club Fair where 
students could play games made by various 
clubs to win tickets and exchange them 
for UNOH gear. Students got to show off 
their rides at the Car & Truck show and 
show off their skills at the mud volleyball 
tournament preliminaries. Torque Thursday 
served as the grand finale of Welcome Week 
featuring the biggest events of the week. 
Thursday’s Carnival Day came fully featured 
with carnival games, tickets to exchange 
for prizes, and authentic fair food. The mud 
volleyball tournament wrapped up with the 
finals and Torque-a-Palooza wrapped up 
the night complete with free half-chicken 
dinners, a hot dog eating contest, and two 
bands, Joshua Melton and the Naked Karate 
Girls, taking the stage.

This week is the biggest event held each year 
and the students get to experience the wide 
range of activities, the freebies, tons of free 
food and most important memories that will 
last a lifetime. #WelcomeWeek16
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| SOCIAL MEDIA CENTER

| REGISTER NOW

Register for the UNOH Alumni 
Association
Have you registered for the UNOH Alumni 
Association yet? If not, you’re missing out on 
current and future benefits! Membership is 
absolutely free and you can enjoy benefits 
like:
 • Alumni ID (pictured above)
 • Local Lima Discounts:
  • Hotels    
  • American Pennzoil
  • Bellacino’s
  • CarQuest
  • Keller’s Auto Glass
  • Papa John’s
  • Westgate Entertainment Center
 • Free Access to UNOH Sporting Events

These benefits are exclusive to UNOH Alumni 
Association Members! Even if you’re not a 
member, UNOH Alumni can enjoy various 
benefits such as a dedicated team from 
Quicken Loans and Nationwide Insurance 
discounts.

If you would like to register for the UNOH 
Alumni Association or see what beneifts 
you’re eligible for, click on the Alumni ID 
above!

UNOH Diesel program receives 
generous donation

Two UNOH Diesel graduates currently work as 
Diesel Technicians for Meijer’s Fleet Maintenance 
Operation. One of the graduates told the Meijer 
Logistics Team about the Diesel Technology 
Program at UNOH and how diesel trucks are used 
for educational training purposes at the university. 
Since Meijer recently retired more than 40 diesel 
trucks, the Logistics Team realized that donating 
a few of the trucks to UNOH would be a great 
opportunity to showcase its community support, 
and bring in more qualified technicians into its 
elite operation. As a result, Meijer donated four 
diesel trucks to UNOH that the college can utilize 
for its Diesel Technology program. Dan Scherer, 
Fleet Maintenance Manager for Meijer Logistics, 
said “UNOH is a great source for recruiting talented 
technicians for our fleet operations team.” The 4 
new trucks will be incorporated as training aids in 
the Diesel program as soon as possible.

| MEIJER DONATES 4 DIESEL 
  TRUCKS TO UNOH

| FALL SEASON REVIEW

UNOH Atheltic teams sees success in the 
fall season 

The UNOH Athletic Department has seen its fair 
share of success during the fall season as the 
Racers have already claimed a number of team 
championships and individual awards. Also, for the 
first time in history, the baseball team competed in 
three Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Conference series 
which only added to the accomplishments by the 
Racers.

The men’s golf team claimed its first-ever WHAC 
Regular Season Championship while Ivar Blohm 
was named the Player of the Year. He was joined 
by Lawrence Cherry, Philip Fransson, and Gonzalo 
Garcia-Parada on the All-Conference First Team. 

The women also concluded its fall season with a 
program-best second place finish in the WHAC 
with freshman Brianna Baird earning the Player of 
the Year accolade. Blohm has been named WHAC 
Golfer of the Week twice while Baird claimed the 
honor once. Both teams reached top-25 status in 
the NAIA rankings for the first time in history.

Men’s and women’s soccer have each found each 
other atop the NAIA polls as the men have posted 
nine shutouts while the women have seven. Nikola 
Kahvedzic was named NAIA and WHAC Defensive 
Player of the Week on two occasions with the first 
coming of his school record-breaking 10-saves 
in the team’s 2-0 victory over No. 1 Rio Grande. 
Pepe Cejudo’s two goals in that match also earned 
him the NAIA and WHAC Offensive Player of the 
Week honor. The men have also been represented 
by Carlos Monterrey and Pascal Debowiak in the 
conference’s offensive category while Nadine 
Stonjek and Hannah Baines have been crowned 
WHAC Defensive Player of the Week for the women.

Baseball opened the year with a program-
best eight straight wins as the Racers officially 
competed in the fall for the first time. In that time, 
Jonathan Rodriguez and Junior Gomez were 
named WHAC Player of the Week behind strong 
performances at the plate.

Men’s and women’s tennis sent players to the 
ITA Oracle Cup in Surprise, Ariz. after claiming 
victories at the ITA Midwest Regional earlier in the 
year. Radu Popa and Iustin Baciu will represent 
the men in doubles while Alisa Reshetnikova and 
Amanda Schneider will do the same for the women. 
Schneider will also compete in the singles draw.

The men’s bowling team added its second-
consecutive Ball State Classic championship to the 
trophy case while volleyball went a perfect 4-0 at 
the second annual Silver Spike Invitational at the 
start of the season.

As the falls season concludes and winter 
approaches, be sure to stay up-to-date through 
UNOHRacers.com and the various 
@UNOHRacers social media accounts.

https://www.facebook.com/UNOH.edu/
https://twitter.com/unoh_edu
https://www.instagram.com/unoh_edu/
https://www.youtube.com/user/unohweb
http://www.unoh.edu/offices/alumni/alumni-registration.php
http://www.unohracers.com/
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A message from 
our friends at 
Nationwide
Knowing which speicifc 
parts and fluids to pay 
attention to will help 
keep your vehicle healthy 
and running smoothly 
throughout the season. 

| NATIONWIDE INSURANCE

| ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Name: Andy Palacios

Graduation Year: 2014

Degree: Automotive / High Performance / Alt Fuels / 
Business Administration

Current Employer: Rottler Manufacturing

Why did you choose to attend UNOH?
I chose UNOH because it seemed like a really cool 
school that had everything I was looking for in a 
university. Most of the classes there were hands-
on and that’s the way I learn the best. I wasn’t just 
getting a diploma, I was getting a degree that could 
go towards a career. My senior year I traveled up to 
one of the Open and did a tour. I saw everything and 
I knew after the tour it was the school I wanted to 
go to.

What are your most memorable moments at the 
school?
All of the really cool projects you get to work on and 
all of the different classes you get to take. I got to 
work on my own car and a couple mods there. But 
most of it is being able to work on some of the race 
cars there that they have. Real world applications, I 
thought that was really cool.

Tell us about your time with the Race Team.
At first, I didn’t know that the school had a race team. 
I just went for my degree and I was there already 
for a while before I discovered the Race Team. I met 
one of the guys on the team and he told me that I 
should join since they were about to have openings. 
I applied to the team and made the cut. My first year 
I didn’t know anybody. I started out doing bodywork, 
tubing, and bumpers. Then I got to meet a couple 
more people, became friends with all the guys, 
and then later on in the year we started on racing. 
I was at the point where the team was starting to 
grow and getting pretty big. By the second year, it 
expanded even further and they were in the process 
of building a new shop. We were helping out at the 
shop every day during the summer. Then we started 
going to even more races, not just the local ones. We 
started going west, all the way up to Missouri to race 
at I55 and Federated Speedway there. We went to 
Tri City for a whole weekend and did a moderation 
out there. By the second year, I was able to go down 
to Florida and race with the team. I’m from Florida 
so I was able to see my family while I was there. They 
came out, watched the races; they really liked it. By 
the third year it was more of the same, just even 
bigger. We were in the new shop which was really 
cool. We got to do a lot more racing, we had more 
cars.

What is your career field?
I work for Rottler Manufacturing which builds 
CNC machinery. I’m a service technician but I’m 

specialized on the Porting 5 axis machine. When 
I’m here at the factory, I test the machines, make 
sure the motors are moving well, everything is 
tuned right, making sure the machine is aligned, 
etc. Then I get to travel out when the machine is 
delivered. I travel to wherever the machine goes, 
install it, and train employees over a couple days. I 
really like the traveling that I do. I’ve been doing this 
for a little over two years now and so far I’ve been 
to 12 different countries some of them multiple 
times. Everywhere I go, it’s just pretty cool seeing 
the different applications that everybody does. Not 
just around the states I’ve been, but also around the 
world. You see all the different types of racing that 
they do. I get to meet really cool people and I learn 
from them, see how they do things and pick up new 
things everywhere I go. 

How did UNOH prepare you to be successful in your 
career?
Since we build CNC machinery for machining 
engines, classes like Engine Machining and Testing 
Machining really helped out. I already had some 
experience with some of the machines we had there, 
they are the same ones that we have now. There are 
a couple Rottlers machines at the school. I started 
here assembling them and then once I got pretty 
good at that, I moved on and learned the software. 
Now I’m doing testing, R&D mostly, and I train 
people on the software. 

How did you get your job?
Being on the Race team really helped. When an 
engineering company came down to seat belt load 
test one of our modifieds, I helped them out by 
logging all of the data. One of the reps from Rottler 
had talked to one of the coaches on the team and 
told them they needed someone that was good 
mechanically and good with computers. The coach 
introduced me to them, gave them my resume, and 
Rottler flew me out. They offered me the job and I 
decided to take it. 

What advice do you have for UNOH students or 
other alumni?
Take the most you can from the school, it will pay 
off. I know they have all the clubs, the teams and 
everything. Anything you can do, it’s there. That’s 
what I did and it really helped. It actually puts you 
ahead of other people. 

Nationwide® is the Official Insurance 
Provider of the UNOH Alumni 
Association and offers exclusive 
alumni-only benefits.  Find out 
more about our partnership and our 
exclusive alumni-only discount on auto 
insurance from Nationwide.

Let us know how 
you’re doing
The University of 
Northwestern Ohio Alumni 
Department takes great 
interest in our alumni. 
Have you found a job in 
your degree field?  Have 
you found your dream 
career?  We want to know!

| KEEP US UPDATED
In addition to finding 
out how you’re doing, 
the University is also 
interested in finding out 
how we might improve 
our programs for future 
students and would 
love to know what you 
enjoyed about UNOH.

To help collect this 
information, we created 
a quick and easy survey.  
If you would like to 
update us on how you’re 
doing and give input 
on how to improve for 
the future, please fill out 
our survey by clicking 
the picture above!  On 
behalf of the UNOH 
Alumni Department, we 
greatly appreciate your 
time and input!

| USEFUL LINKS
Alumni Home
Career Services
Order Transcripts
Scholarship Campaign
Paver Campaign
UNOH Virtual Tour
Contact Us

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/UNOHAlumni
http://www.unoh.edu/offices/alumni/index.shtml
http://www.unoh.edu/offices/career-services/index.shtml
http://www.unoh.edu/offices/registrar/transcript_and_diploma.shtml
http://www.unoh.edu/offices/alumni/paver.shtml
http://www.unoh.edu/offices/alumni/scholarship.shtml
http://www.unoh.edu/#virtualtour
http://www.unoh.edu/offices/alumni/contactus.php
http://bit.ly/AlumniWinter

